GRACE CHEN

Designing for the Modern Chinese
Woman

“I grew up watching Hollywood movies and listening to stories of these female heroines from the 1930s
Golden ages. They left a deep impression on me. I wanted to create an image of this “Perfect Woman” that
reflected modern Chinese. That’s why I became a fashion designer. I believe Chinese women are some of the
most intelligent, enduring and beautiful women in the world. But their image often is misrepresented in the
West, as well as to themselves.”
--- Grace Chen, Founder and Chief Designer

Chinese Beauty: A decade of change and challenge
Fashion is not only what we wear, but a representation of ourselves, how we wish to be perceived and
understood by those around us.
With thousands of years of history, Chinese people created a culture and civilization with its own style. These
ideas spread across the globe, influencing many people and cultures. But in the last 100 years, Chinese
fashion and beauty became lost. Even as we started falling in love with Western styles, we began to use
Western principles as a barometer to judge ourselves.
But I believe this is just a small disruption in the overall course of our history. China’s beauty, vision, and spirit
still run deep. She just needs a new “face” and “language” to let her voice be heard in our modern times.
This is what Grace Chen sets out to do. I want to create an image that can reflect the beauty of modern
Chinese women, not just to recreate the glory of the past.
Designing for the modern Chinese woman
In fairytales, goddesses were always beautiful and strong. I grew up immersed in literature and film. I saw
that feminine beauty and strength can co-exist. My parents taught me to grow up dreaming, a sense of
responsibility and a desire to become someone great. I never thought that women should play a secondary
role.
My work showed me another side of women. Those who appear weak are not weak at all, she can be
powerful but doesn’t dare to or know it yet. She can be beautiful but worries about what others would say.
She has a great physique, yet complains she is too short or too big. She has a unique style yet fears it’s not
trendy enough or too alternative.
Our world sometimes doesn’t seem to be able to accept women who are both powerful and beautiful at the
same time. This is a great disservice to them. After living in the West for many years, I feel that Chinese
women can best demonstrate strength and femininity combined if they let themselves. Their wisdom,
strength, and compassion are notable. Their beauty, charisma, and talent shine. But these women also feel
constrained. Their world doesn’t seem to appreciate their beauty, both inside and out. This saddens me
greatly. It is my mission to change this.
Often, I think we dramatize the differences between the modern ‘Chinese’ woman and women in the rest of
the world. On the surface, she may have gone to one of the best schools in China, then gone to study at Yale
or Harvard, and then got a job at one of the top firms in the US or back in China. But how is this different from
any other woman following the same path? From my experience of designing for women from all over the
world, there are more similarities than differences between us.

I think every woman always want two things eventually: one is love, one is respect. And I aim to bring both in
my designs. Love is attractiveness. Respect is confidence. You can’t have one without the other.
Dressing China’s business and cultural elite
As a couturier, I work with my customers on a 1:1 level. I get to understand their body type, their skin tone,
their needs for their appearance and their social and emotional needs. That's why they call us, 'the designer
who understands women best.' It all comes from our customers.
Our designs offer women the balance of femininity and power at the same time. It’s a subtle balance. This
subtleness is characteristic of Chinese culture and tradition. It is also characteristic of Chinese women – I feel
they're naturally softer, more reserved, poetic and delicate. But they can equally be strong.
Chinese people are often more reserved and prefer things with an element of humility. When Western
brands use a lot of motifs like dragons and lanterns, this is only a superficial interpretation. I have studied
Chinese calligraphy since I was three years old. It has had a lot of influence on me. Calligraphy is also about
softness and strength at the same time. It’s as much about what’s visible as what’s left unsaid. It’s not just
what we see on the surface but the philosophy – the way of thinking – behind it that makes the difference as
well.
Serenity, Depth and Glamour: the essence of Chinese beauty
The essence of Chinese culture is deep, grand and wise. Any superficial interpretation does not do it justice. I
use “Serenity, Depth, Glamour” to describe my views on the essence of Chinese beauty.
•
•
•

Serenity is about peace and tranquility. The Asiatic romance. It reflects our history, heritage, and
culture - where we came from.
Depth is a depth of mind and the abundance of strength. It reflects the modernity and power of the
present.
Glamour is the wealth of beauty, both inside and out. Glamour reflects the spirit of happiness that
radiates from within.

A modern Chinese style for the world
I often say Grace Chen’s goal is to let “Chinese beauty” become a “Universal beauty”. Time has proven that
we are well on our way.
In the past 5 years, we traveled across the globe and talked to many people who have seen our clothing.
From the mayor of Brussels to the last Princess of Russia, from Marie Claire’s fashion editor in Monaco to the
President of the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York…Friends from around the world tell me they feel
like old friends at the first meeting. Although our style is very different, not like anything they’ve seen in the
West, they can still all see themselves in Grace Chen.
This is the power of a style that can transcend time, place and culture. Ultimately, fashion is about the way
we live and the way we see the world. When your designs can let the whole world see a part of themselves in
you, then you have truly influenced them.
Spearheading the iconic image of modern Chinese women worldwide
Since 2017, we started our “Around the World in 80 Dresses” Fashion Travel Series.
The purpose of our Fashion Travel series is to give our customers the opportunity to see themselves in a new
light. We often look at art and sculpture to appreciate their beauty…But have we ever thought to appreciate
ourselves in the same way? This is what our Fashion Travel series offers.
In less than 2 years, we have taken our customers across the four continents – Tasmania, Kenya, Japan,
England, United States and most recently, launching our 2018 A/W collection in Monaco. In 2019, we will
continue this mission with trips planned for Japan, Russia, Italy and many more.
As we travel around the globe, creating unforgettable memories with glamourous fashion events and
shoots …it’s the appreciation of all things beautiful – in ourselves, in life, in the world. All of this is to allow us
to experience and express ourselves freely, to reach our fullest potential.
I used to think I was creating an “East-meets-West” style. But now I see more clearly. In fact, women all over
the world are the same. They are both vulnerable and powerful at the same time. They desire to be both
loved, and respected. Grace Chen, the “designer who understands women best”, aims to unleash this power
of femininity, for women worldwide.

About Grace Chen, Founder and Chief Designer of Grace Chen Couture
• “Meet the Women Dressing China’s A-List” – Bloomberg, 2016
• “To women in the top echelons of business and politics in China, Chen is one of a handful of go-to
luxury bespoke designers.” - South China Morning Post, 2015
• “Bespoke couture designer Grace Chen…dresses some of the most prominent women in China, adopts
an East-meets-West mentality in her work, combining the luxury appeal of European brands with an
authenticity that’s hard to find elsewhere in the world.” - Huffington Post, 2015
Regarded as one of China’s most influential fashion innovators, Grace Chen’s designs have an exceptional
ability to transcends time and culture. Having graduated from the Fashion Institute of Technology as the first
Mainland Chinese alumna in 1996, she worked for 15 years with leading fashion brands in New York and Los
Angeles, eventually returning to China in 2009 to set up her own label in Shanghai.
Hailed as “the Power Dresser of China” by South China Morning Post, Chen has become the go-to designer for
some of the most prestigious and successful women in the world. Having previously dressed Oprah Winfrey,
actress Helen Mirren, Sarah Jessica Parker and Sharon Stone (under a different label), her customers
currently include China’s Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying, Emmy-award winning television host
Yue-sai Kan, media proprietor and entrepreneur Yang Lan, as well as dressing some of China’s latest stars
such as actress Sun Li, Yu feihong, She shiman, Xu Qin and Taiwanese actress Lin Chi-ling.
In 2018, her international recognition goes full circle as she was invited by Ms. Yue-sai Kan as the Highlight
Designer to present a full-length couture show at the 2018 New York China Fashion Gala, joining powerhouse
honorees such as Christian Louboutin, Shanghai Tang, Tiffany & Co., and actress Maggie Q to promote
Chinese creative talent on an international stage.

Shanghai atelier, House of Grace Chen
Located within the heart of the Former French Concession at No. 1515 Huashan Road, House of Grace Chen is
a beautiful lane house built in 1924. It's signature 1000sqm Art Deco style location was one of the most
desired residences of Old Shanghai and was the home to many of the city's top financiers.
Since its opening, guests to House of Grace Chen have included Oscar-award winning composer and
conductor Tan Dun, contemporary Chinese artist “the panda man” Zhao Bandi, French Chanson singer Keren
Ann and many more.
For more information, please contact:
Jean Zhao - jeanzhao@gracechen.cn +86-18618356172
Chris Yu - chrisyu@gracechen.cn +86-13218148916
Website: www.gracechen.cn
Instagram: gracechencouture
Wechat: gracechenstyle
Weibo: gracechen_couture

